The List statement on anti-Blackness at the University of Toronto

In the wake of the latest episodes of lethal anti-Black police violence - the killing of George Floyd, Breonna
Taylor, Tony McDade, Regis Korchinski-Paquet and D’Andre Campbell - The List stands in solidarity with
Black faculty, librarians, staff and students, and communities in this city and across Turtle Island. We also
mourn the killing of Chantel Moore, and condemn this and other episodes of brutal and systemic colonial
state violence.

This is a moment of reckoning — though one that is long overdue. Even as we call for this reckoning today,
we ask ourselves why we were not calling more loudly for it every single day before now. Many statements
condemning anti-Black and colonial violence are circulating, and we add our voices to this growing chorus.
But if these calls are to amount to more than the usual lip service, if they seek to go beyond self-
congratulatory performance and the obligatory ‘check in’, and if they will honor and not simply absorb Black
people’s long term labour for change, then this needs to be a moment of fulsome structural change in all of
our departments and programs, in all our faculties and on all campuses across the University of Toronto.

We must stand beside and behind Black staff, faculty, librarians and students who have been dealing with
racism at this institution every single day. As a group of primarily progressive faculty and librarians, we call on
our administration to meet the demands and desires of our colleagues in the Black Faculty Group who have
been working tirelessly, day in and day out, for change. We call on the U of T administration to commit to
rigorous and systemic address of anti-Black racism and white supremacy on campus and beyond. And we
demand a major investment of resources to support the flourishing of Black life and Black excellence at every
scale of institutional life.
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